HERMAN STRODTMAN
him a shocking idea of the crime of which he had been
guilty, and he reflected that he might soon become a like
horrid spectacle to mankind. Hence he proceeded to Black-
wall, where he saw the captain of a French pirate hanging
in chains, which gave fresh force to the gloomy feelings of
his mind, and again taught him to dread a similar fate.
After having been thus providentially led to the sight of
objects which he would otherwise rather have avoided, he
returned to his lodgings in great dejection of mind, but far
from repenting, or even being properly sensible of the crime
he had committed; for, as he himself said, his heart did
not yet relent for what he had done, and if he had failed in
murdering his fellow-apprentice in his bed, he would have
destroyed him some other way.
On his return to his lodgings he ate his supper, said his
prayers, and went to bed. On the following morning he
went to the White Horse Inn without Cripplegate to receive
cash for a bill of twenty pounds, which he had stolen from
his masters' house; but the person who was to have paid
it being out he was desired to call again about twelve
o'clock. In the interim he went to the house of a banker
in Lombard Street, who requested him to carry some money
to his (the banker's) sister, who was at a boarding-school at
Greenwich. Strodtman said he could not go till the following
day, when he would execute the commission; but before
he left the house the banker told him that a young man,
named Green, had been to inquire for him; on which
Strodtman said that if Mr Green returned he should be
informed that he would be back at one o'clock. Hence
he went again to the White Horse inn, where he found the
party, who told him that he had no orders to pay the money
for the bill.
Having received this answer he went to his lodgings,
where he dined, and then went to the banker's in Lombard
Street, where his master, Stein, with Mr Green and another
gentleman, were waiting for him. Mr Stein asked him if
he would go willingly to his house, or be carried by porters ;
and he replied that he would go of his own accord. When